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CLEAN ECONOMY COALITION OF WISCONSIN STATEMENT ON  

PARTISAN DATA CENTER BILL 

AB 840, the partisan Data Center bill that passed today in the Assembly, 
makes a bad problem worse for Wisconsin families and communities. 

While the bill claims to protect ratepayers, its approach does just the opposite. 
There is nothing in this bill that holds data centers, Big Tech or utilities 
accountable and ensures consumers aren’t charged for massive data center 
development. ​
​
In fact, the bill limits where the cheapest, fastest energy can be built to serve 
data centers. Putting new barriers in the way of renewable development is 
ideological, not practical, and drives utility bills higher — hurting consumers. 

The bill simply fails to make data centers pay the full costs of what they’re 
proposing. It does not protect customers from additional expenses like 
transmission lines and system upgrades, leaving Wisconsin families and small 
businesses on the hook. Without stronger protections, massive long-term 
costs will be shifted to consumers – especially if data center operators leave 
the state before these investments are paid off.  

Wisconsin needs a comprehensive data center accountability framework to 
protect consumers and our climate. Our Coalition of more than 50 members 
will be proposing such a framework soon, giving policymakers a clear 
roadmap to manage large-scale data center growth without sacrificing public 
health, affordability and clean energy goals. 
 

### 
 
ABOUT THE CLEAN ECONOMY COALITION OF WISCONSIN 
The Clean Economy Coalition of Wisconsin is a group of climate, energy, 
environmental justice and conservation organizations, businesses and allies. The 
Coalition leverages the combined strength of its members to enhance the quality of 
life for all Wisconsinites by accelerating the state’s transformation to a clean energy 
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economy. We believe that an economy-wide approach to decarbonization will take 
our state further, faster – with better outcomes for us all. We champion equity-first 
policies that create jobs for Wisconsin workers, build healthier communities and 
protect our natural resources. By working together, we advocate for clean energy 
solutions that work for all of Wisconsin’s diverse cultures, communities and 
geographies. Learn more at www.cleaneconomywi.com.  
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